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Lesson 0 - Introduction

Sage Panini 9Ifor and the book of Grammar

Table: 1 Aphorisms in the MET&ATEt astadhyayi of Sage Panini ottt

# Pada EEEEIC frdams | gaER LRI TrEET

) prathamapada | dvitiyapada tytTyapéda caturthapada sampurnasankhya

# Aphorisms Pada 1 Pada2 | Pada 3 Pada4 | Total per adhyaya
# adhyaya

adhyaya 1 75 73 93 100 341

adhyaya 2 72 38 73 85 268

adhyaya 3 150 188 176 117 631

adhyaya 4 178 145 168 144 635

adhyaya 5 136 140 119 160 555

adhyaya 6 223 199 139 175 736

adhyaya 7 103 118 120 97 438

adhyaya 8 74 108 119 68 369

Total number of Aphorisms 3973
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Suggestions for Fast Tracking the Learning Process

Suggestions for fast tracking the learning process are given in this section. These are based on the age
old process that has been used in ancient India for over several millennia. This process is NOT new. It
is proven and tested. The process can be summarized as follows:

Yes [
Repeat the
Pay _ Listen Repeat >, process
aftentien No with new words

Fig 1: Process flow for Language learning Process

The above process was also the way we all learnt to speak languages during our childhood:

e We paid attention and listened, when elders spoke. We repeated the words till we got them right, then
repeated the process with new words. Remember!, during a short period, we all became masters in
listening, speaking and composing our own sentences with a little or no help from elders. We built up a
large vocabulary of words. Remember the time we had fun and gave joy to elders!

As we grew, we have forgotten the very process we depended on when we were children. Sanskrit, not
being a spoken language in the English speaking world, requires discipline and a clear methodology to
master the basics. However, the very thought of learning a strange language like Sanskrit can be daunting
for adults. Fortunately, there is no difference between the spoken and written version of the language - "You
pronounce the words as they are written". This is one of the primary advantages of Sanskrit compared to
other languages such as English. Use it to your advantage!.

Take it from me, learning Sanskrit can be fun and may even lead to a more fruitful way of spending one’s
own time.

1.

el N

Get familiar with pronunciation of Sanskrit words and Phrases:

e Listen to your favorite songs, SIokas while driving. The audio version of various SIokas are
available in the market. Get Audio CDs of Bhagavadgita or one of your favorite books and
listen when ever time permits.

e Since we spend a lot of time driving, listening to Sanskrit sounds is one of the better ways of
utilizing the time while driving.

e If your use computers, listen to Sanskrit CDs while doing your normal work.

Note: Pay attention to the driving rules when driving.

Try to attend Sanskrit classes, if they are offered close to your place.

Collect a good set of books (see the list given in the References section)

Devote at least 1 to 2 hours per day, preferably 30 minutes of which every day before the day

break.

Get familiar with Devanagari alphabets, Sandhi or union between two alphabets in contact, and

grammar rules.

During the early morning time, try to read, aloud, at least some of the SIokas from Gita and get

them by heart.

At every opportunity, write down the Gita SIokas and sentences from books. Analyze sandhi, word

meanings and practice grammar rules.

If you happen to attend lectures on V&danta or on Bhagavadgita,

e read the Sanskrit text before attending the class, analyze sandhi and write down word
meanings using a good dictionary like Apte.

e Compare with the meanings given by your Guru in the class. Since Sanskrit words can have
many meanings, understand the reasons why a specific meaning was selected by the Guru.
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e The idea is to use the Vedanta class not only for spiritual studies but also as practical
laboratory classes for learning Sanskrit.
e This way you can have the cake and eat it too!.

9. Repeat this no matter what difficulties come in the way. You will be surprised to find that learning
Sanskrit is not as difficult and daunting as you imagined, at the beginning.

Remember the cardinal rule — you are not the first person to learn the language. You are not going to be
the last either. Many have mastered the language before, even with limited resources.

The Sanskrit books are written by people like you and me. If they are written by people, they must be
simple to master! — this is Bandaru’s 1% Law of Learning.

Do not get disheartened and - “Let no one tell you that you can not make it”!

Note: As far as possible, use Dévanagari (éa:l ) as opposed to transliteration for reading and
writing.

Have fun and enjoy the nectar of the Sanskrit language -The divine language - Dévavani (§7>|7>|Tﬂﬁ ) and
Sanskrit literature such as érimadbhagavatamahapuranam ( SHHETTEAHETRIE )-
fFmRemnied w6 JRTERgasaagay |
foad wTe T HEtel IATeR qfd g 12-2-3 1
nigamakalpatarorgalitam phalam Sukamukhat amrtadravasamyutam |
pibata bhagavatam rasamalayam muhuraho rasika bhuvi bhavuka: 111.1.3 11
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Lesson 1. Sanskrit Alphabets

1.1 Classification of Alphabets

The Sanskrit alphabets are divided into two broad classes - vowels and consonants. They are

e Vowels (319 aksara or X svara) are:
3a M3 L,g,3uF0®ENLELSINTET a,3 o, 3 au
e Consonants ( aksara) are:
% k T kh, T g, T gh,
9 p,% ph,db, 9 bh,

g\r H
H

i ih 3 f;Z 43 13 ¢ dh oIn;
m; I v;3 §

yAS, §'g, 85,8 N,

LN

Note 1: Please refer to Table 6 -6G for pronunciation guide.
Note 2: The long form @ If is rarely used in the literature.
The vowels are further divided into two classes -

e basicvowels- 3 a, 3T a, $i, % ,3 u,% 0,% %}, g Ir, and
e derived vowels or Diphthongs - T é,ﬁ ai, 3 0, 3 au

The consonants % k, @ kh, g, ¥ gh, € n; etc. are normally written along with the vowel 31 a, as:

e hka=<h+ HAor(ka=k+ a), @ kha=9 + H or(kha=kh+ a);T ga =1+ 3 or (
ga=g+ a),ggha="+3For(gha=gh+a);$ na=gT + For(na=n+ a)

e Jca=T+HAor(ca=c+ a), Scha=T + HAor(cha= ch+ a), STja= + 3 or (
ja=j+ a);Hjha=¥+ 3 or(jha=jh+ a);3 Na =3[+ A or(ha=n+ a);

e Zta=ZT+3or(ta=t+a),3tha=3 + HAor(tha=th+a),€da=<T+ 3dor(da=
d+a); Bdnha=g+ For(dha=dh+a) Tna=T+3 or(na=n+ a)

e dta=d+3HAor(ta=t+a), Ttha=Y+ Hor(tha=th+ a),Tda=F+ 3 or(da=
d+a); 9dha=9+ 3 or(dha=dh+a), T na=9+ 3 or(na=n+a)

e TUpa=Y+Hor(pa=p+a),® pha=% + 3 or (pha=ph +a), s ba=5 + 3 or (ba
=b+a), Wbha=¥9+ 3 or(bha=bh+a),Ama=H+ 3Hor(ma=m+a)

e Jya=F+Hor(ya=y+a), Tra={+HAor(ra=r+a),dla=x+Aor(la=l+a
)y dva=9+ 3 or(va=v+ a)

o IJSa=3+3Aor(Sa=86+ayTsa=N+Hor(sa=s+a);,Tsa=H+ Aor(sa=s+a)

e Tha= g+ A (ha=h+ a)

The vowel 37 a, is added merely for the sake of pronunciation (E?aﬂ'@ﬂﬁ'{ uccharanartham ) only.
When we refer to consonants, normally they are written along with the associated vowel unless only a pure
consonant, shown with a down-word stroke (1%|Trq virama ) is indicated eg: % k.

The consonants are divided into five major groups such as
e Gutturals (hU3a kanthya )- pronounced with Throat - & k; @ kh; T g; ¥ gh; § n

~ ~

e Paletels (& talavya ) - pronounced with Palete - S ¢ ;& ch ;S j; 3 jh; 3 n

~ ~

e Cerebrals or Linguals (11‘34?1 murdhanya) - pronounced with Tongue bent-< t;
g digdn T
e Dentals (<3 dantya) - pronounced using teeth -T t; g th ;g d; &g dh;"n
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Lesson 1. Sanskrit Alphabets

® Labials (@Eﬂ osthya ) - pronounced with Lips -9 p; ® ph; S b; Y bh; A m
based on the primary organ used in pronouncing the alphabet.

The groups are also referred to as F-o ka-varga, the Group of & ka; T-97 ca-varga, the Group
of & ca; 2-a ta-varga, the Group of Z ta; 9-a ta-varga, the Group of T ta; and T - pa-varga,
the Group of T pa; based on the first letter of the group.

The final consonants ¥ n, 31 1, I n, 7 n and § m, of each of the five groups are known as Nasals (
AR nasika ) because they are to be pronounced with the nose

The remaining consonants are grouped as follows:

e Theconsonantsd y; Yr; & |; 9 v;arereferred to as Semivowels because
sometimes these four consonants behave like vowels and are replaced with their
corresponding vowels ¥ i,3 u, & 1, @ Ir, respectively. As will be explained later, the
process by which these changes take place is called ¥HHRUH samprasaranam.

e The three consonants 2 §; ¥ s and ¥ s ; are referred to as Sibilants (TR sparéa ).

1.2 Classification of Alphabets based on the effort required for Pronunciation

Based on the effort (93 prayatna) required to pronounce each of the alphabets, the consonants
are divided further as Hard ( H8™UT: mahaprana: = high effort ) or Soft ( 37¢9-UUT: alpa-prana: =
low effort) consonants as follows:
® Hard (H8M™MIUT: mahaprana: ) consonants - k; @ kh; F¢c;® ch; 21,3 thydt; gth; q
p;EpPh S A s sandg h
o  Soft ( 3TCU-UIUT: alpa-prana: ) consonants - T g; ¥ gh; § N, ST j; 3 jh; =l n; g d; g dh; o

g diadh;amab;gbh; am; gy; Ir; &l T v

The first two letters of each of the five groups of consonants (b, @ ; 9, 8; <,

~

3;dq,
Sibilants (?q ; ¥ ; ¥) and g are hard consonant. The rest of the consonants (T, ¥ , §; S, &, 91 ; §, @
VO, E, 15 9,3 @ ,9) are soft consonants.

Based on the accent required to pronounce, the vowels are classified as Short or Long. A third category
known as protracted or prolated ( g pluta) will be explained later.

e Short(%&: hrasva:) 31 a, $i,3 u, & r, @ Ir

e Long (TM: dirgha:) @ @, £ i,% 0, %7, T & U ai, 3 0, 3 au
In addition to the classification of vowels discussed above, all the vowels can be nasalized ( with
an anunasika - ST i.e. with a candrabindu === ) or without nasalized sound (
ananunasika AT i.e. withouta candrabindu iS5 ). Examples are: 3 am , € im , 3
um, ¥ rm and & Irm etc.

Note: the use of the alphabets with anunasika will be explained in the later sections.

The following are not in the above list: i i
anusvara ( 3F@R: ), visarga ( fa: ), jihvamiliya: (&M@: ) , upadhmaniya: (
ST ) and avagraha S ( 3TIE )
Note: Semivowels I, @ and 9 also have the corresponding nasalized ( anunasika
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STITGET ) versions: & , & , o

The classification of vowels and consonants discussed above is summarized in the following Tables

Table: 2. Sanskrit Consonants based on their Positions

Hard Soft Hard
Gutturals (93: kantha: )%—EITT ka-varga | % k | @ kh Tg |"ggh g¥n |[gh
Palatals (T talu ) -3 ca-varga Fc [Bch |Fj Fjh |AA ;S
Cerebrals (g8T mirdha ) Z-a7 ta-varga Zt |3th [¥d [Boh |"wn |[¥s
Dentals (3= dantd ) 9-a ta-varga qt [Fth T d |"dh an s
Labials ( 3T Osthau ) 9-a pa-varga T p |®ph [db |Hbh qm

Table 3: Classification of Sanskrit Alphabets based on the effort required for Pronunciation

Gutturals | Paletels | Cerebrals | Dentals | Labials | U3l | ®U3BY | I<dIBY
U Sl T T 3
Vowels 3, 37 33 ®, R 5 3% |g U |a, sl
Hard % il z il 1
consonants g =9 3 9} 'y
Soft T il & i T
consonants T q < Bl T
Nasals = T T q T
Soft =y L L LY 1
Semivowels J T %) J
(Soft) 7
Sibilants (Hard) 37 g g
Hard g
e The semivowel g belongs to both T-a and T-a - 3= and 3ET (T4 )
e The diphthongs T and ¥ belong to both -3 and -3 - FU3T and TGH (FISAS )
« The diphthongs 3T and 37 belong to both %-a7 and - - U and 38T (FUSBH )
Table 3A: Classification of Sanskrit Alphabets based on the effort required for Pronunciation
Consonants Vowels
Hard Hard Soft Soft Soft Soft Hard
Non- | Asp Non- | Aspirate | Nasals Semi- Sibilants | Basic Diphthongs
asp asp vowels Vowels
Gutturals 93T | & T T q 3 T a : kkk | 31 am T
Paletels @@= | = EJ Sl El El T o T3 c
Cerebrals T&=T z 3 T g o T ] ® R
Dentals <X d g ] g Bl > q %
Labials  37iE= T % T q T T a :ff 3 & [ 3 d
a) @, though not a semi-vowel is shown in that column to save space. It is a hard consonant
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b) The semi-vowel 9 belongs to both Labial and Dental groups, but shown in the Labial group to
save space
C) The diphthongs T and ﬁ belongs to both Guttural and Paletel groups

d) The diphthongs 3 and 3 belongs to both Guttural and Labial groups.
e) The jihvamiliya: (SemES=: ) “kkk” belong to &-arT
f) The upadhmaniya: (STeH: )  “fff’ belong to -aT

1.3 Consonants followed by a Vowel:
When a vowel follows a consonant, the consonant loses its stroke (%R'I’q virama ) and the vowel is

written in the abbreviated form, as we have seen above, where we added the vowel 31 &, to each of the
consonants. Some examples are:

Table 4. Consonants followed by a Vowel

vowel short form impact on consonant

37 is not written at all %+ 3 =7 or(k+ a=ka)

3T is written as T % + AT =T or (k+ a=ka)

3 is written as F+T=Thor(k+i=ki)

3 is written as ‘T %+ T = H or(k+ i =ki)

3 is written as %+ 3 =7por(k+ u=ku)

x is written as %+ 3 =% or (k+ U=ku)

D is written as  _ ®+R|=7hor(k+r= kn)

ER is written as F+H/=For (k+F=Kkp
T is written as T+ =F ord, (k+Ir=Kr)
9 is written as F+F=Ford], (k+If=Kl)
T is written as %+ T =7For(k+ &=ke)

T is written as %+ T = or (k+ ai = kai)

3 | iswritten as T % + 31 = &l or (k + 0 = k)
3t | iswrittenas T % + 31 = & or (k + au = kau)

Notel: Y+3=%or(r+u=ru); {+H= vor(r+u= ru)
Note 2: As noted above the long form of the vowel @ is rarely used in the literature.

The semivowel Y without any vowel is also called répha and is written differently when adding
either 3 and 3. All other consonants followed by a vowel are written using the examples shown
above with the consonant <% and 3

Note: A vowel by itself or a consonant, simple or conjunct with a vowel added to it is called an
aksarara (H&W ) or asyllable.
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Table 6. Devanagari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide

| sounds like

| sounds like

Basic vowels

Dentals (377 danta ) @-a’f

37 a 0 inson d ta th close to think
3T a a incar o tha th close to thumb/ pathetic
K | i inpin T da th close to father/ then
T i ee in feet o) dha Theh in breathe here
3 u u infull T na n in numb
7 G | 90 in boot/pool Labials ( 38T osthau ) 9-arT
ED r r inrig q pa p in purse
Y I: long r T pha ph in sapphire
[ i_r no English equivalent q ba b in but
Derived Vowels or Diphthongs ) bha bh in abhor
1y e ay inplay q ma m in mother
T ai hi  in high Semivowels
37t o o inover T ya y in young
an au ow in cow I ra r inrun
Gutturals ( U3: kantha:) -a s |la I in luck
% ka k in kind q va vV in virtue
LG kha | chk in blockhead Sibilants
kil ga g ingo Ell 4a sh in shove
q gha | gh inlog-hut ) sa sh in bushel
= na ng insing éa s in sir
Palatals (7% talu ) T-a7 ca-varga
T ca | ch inchunk g ha h in house
3 cha | chh in match catch
T ja j injug 1) om om as in home
El jha | dgeh in hedgehog 3F arﬁ nasalization of preceding
) Aa n inbunch 3T: ah szgiergtion of preceding vowel
Cerebrals (F¥f mirdha ) Z-at &1 | ksa |ksh inworksheet
A ta t  inhut touch Bl jﬁa no English equivalent
S tha th as in ant-hill N Unpronounced, signifies ‘@ 37’
T da d indog
© dha | dh  ingod-hood N Unpronounced, signifies ‘ @ 31T’
o7 na n  inunder dropped
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1.4 Conjunct or Compound consonants:

An unique feature of Sanskrit language is the ability to create compound or conjunct consonants
(samyuktaksara HIHIE ) by combining two or more consonants to form a conjunct without intervening
vowels. The general rules for combining the consonants are:

the last consonant only takes a vowel
all the preceding consonants lose their final vertical lines/strokes
some letters may change their form slightly and others entirely when compounded
the repha ¥ immediately preceding another consonant or the vowel 3 is denoted by the sign, eg.
0 I+ & =Hor(r+ka=rka), T+ d =9 or(r+ tha=rtha),
the repha ¥ immediately following another consonant is written as follows:
0 H+T+IA=%hor(k+r+a= kra) A+{+3T=Hor($+r+a= Sra)
0 H+I+A=Hor(m+r+a=mra) Tq+I{+A=For(t+r+a= tra)
In some conjunct consonants, such as & and 3 the component elements are scarcely
discernable.
0 F+HU+3I==8or(k+s+ a=ksa) T +FA+AF=For(j+n+a=jha)
a few conjunct consonants are written in several ways based on the fonts used

More examples of conjunct consonants: ---

O % or &b kka, &J or ¢ kkya, ®RJ kkha, 4o ktha, & ktra, &I or ¢ ktya, &
kpa, & or &1 kna, & kca, &S kna, & kja, T or d31 kha, 3 or 9 kthna,
kma, & or T kya, @ or &d kva, &7 ksna, &J ksva, & or &l or kla, &9 or &H
k-s-ma as in @EHUT laksmana, &t lakémi

0 ¥J khya, @ or & khna, &d khva, @ or & khna,

0 Y g-dha, §4 or €& n-kh-ya as in A& sankhya, § or §<h n-kh-ta, § or §
n-ga,

O ForTd c-ca, ™ or T c-cha, = or & ca-cha-ra, B or ©YJ cha-ya, Y or BY
cha-dha, &I or 39 f-ca

O <& t-ka, g orcc t-ta, €U t-tha, < t-ya, T d-ga, g dh-ra, Us n-da, U& n-
dh-ya, 9 n-va

0 T t-t-vaasindd tattva, W t-t-ra asin JX puttra, ™ t-ya as in I satya,
t-s-naasin P Kkrtsna, @ or <1 t-na as in YT prayatna,

O ¥ or § d-ga as in ¥ bhagavadgita, & or § d-dha asin 3%, If&
buddha, buddhi, 5 d-ra as in 9% bhadra, ¥ or € d-ya as in BRI madyaji,

O ¥ or Y n-dhaasin Tlf%[, < gandhi, gandha, & or &I dh-va as in #&J madhva,
= or =< n-d-ra as in g% indra,

O ¥ or W p-taasin U<l prapta, & p-ya as in 9T prapya, ¥ p-ra as in Tbid prakri

O o b-raasinsl&] prayatna, 9 or ¥ bh-ra as in ¥HY bhramara

O ™ m-ba asin 3/ amba, 31t ambika, ™ m-bha as in W® stambha,

O & r-kaasind® tarka, T r-ga asin it marga, g‘ﬁ durga, Z ore r-ha asin 318
prayatna
o9 or ¢4 I-pa as in hcy kalpa

0 % or¥9$-naasin 99 prasna,

O ¥ s-taasin 3TCHI astami, 3TETEAT astadhyayi, ®T s-na as in T krsna, Bf s-thi
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as in TSI sasthi, S or ¥ s-pha as in FT¥he nigphalam,
O ¥ s-ta asin &I¥ stambha ¥ s-tha as in WJelH sthalam, & or ¥ s-na as in 17
snana, ¥ s-pa as in et sparéa, ¥ s-pha, & s-va as in A3 sarasvati
O @Word b-maasindg& brahma, & or @ h-ya asin 9Ta] bahya, & or & r-ra as in
®¥d hrasva, 8 or &d h-va
Many a times, more than two consonants can be in a conjunct consonant such as d<d tattva

1.5 Technical Terms - 70T guna and gf& vrddhi

Sage grforfy panini defines several "technical terms" such as 70T guna and Q’E&' vrddhi in his 3TSCTEATT

asﬁédhyéyi, to explain some functions specific to the Sanskrit Grammar. Some of these technical terms
may have a totally different meaning outside the grammar usage.

e T[0T guna letters - The vowels 3, T, 3 and the syllables 3¢ and 3 are called 7J0T guna letters
(1.1.2 A TOT:, GRIH --3TF-US TT: and 1.1.51 SROT-XUL:, TRI -- 3 30T T 1)
. qﬁ‘g’ vrddhi letters - The vowels 3T, T, 3T and the syllables 31 and 3T, are called Qﬁs{ vrddhi
letters (1.1.1 FFGRET, TRTH--FE: MA-UF and 1.1.51 INUT-TAR: , TRIFA -- 3 30T TW: 1)
The relation between the simple vowels and syllables and the corresponding T[T guna and Q‘TTQ’ vrddhi
letters is summarized in the Table 7.

Table 7 Classification of Alphabets based on 0T guna and Eﬁ:—s’ vrddhi

Simple Vowel H | Tand®T | SandF | Tand®E T
0T guna Sl T gl 3 3
3Jtg vrddhi a U Kl LY 3

1.6 Aphorisms by Sage Mahésvara (ATa%aegaIor Mahésvarasitrani)

In order to facilitate better understanding of grammar rules, the Sanskrit alphabets, described above, are
arranged into 14 groups or Pratyaharas (UBR: ) known as Mahé$varasutrani. (Aphorisms by Sage
Mahgsvara ). They are:

Table 7 Classification of Alphabets based on Mahg&§varasitrani

1. ATIN| 2 FFF | 3TSMT | 4 W31 5 TIAIL |
6 T I 7IATTUAH] 8 AW | 9 FEEH | 10FTTTESTI |
11EFESIT 92d7 | 2FTF | 13ATFTTN 14 FFII

The Anusvara ( 3T&R ) the visraga ( : ), the Jihvamuliya ( ETISE ) and Upadhmaniya ( STeATHS )
are not contained in the above list. The long form (3T, _'i;, >, & and Eg") of the basic vowels (g, 3, & and
@ ) are also not shown in the above list. According to the above WI%'{HWETFUT the short form of basic or

simple vowels (3, T 3, & and @) also imply the corresponding long forms ( 3T, %, S, R and Eg") unless
otherwise explicitly indicated.

As noted above, the final vowel ( 37 ) in the consonants - 8, ¥, 9, , etc. is merely for the sake of
pronunciation or Uccharanartham ( 31T gjq\) only. The final pure consonants in the Aphorisms such

as U, %, §, 9 , etc. are T or indicatory (non-efficient) letters only. The Pratyahara (Y&RR: ) is
grammatical term denoting a group. It is formed by taking any non-indicatory or efficient letter and joining it
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with any indicatory ( T ) letter that follows the efficient letter.

Some commonly used Pratyaharas with an example ( 3gT&Y¥UT udaharana ) of TTfoTf - where itis

referenced are summarized in the Table 8. The detailed explanation of each of the Aphorisms will be given
in the following sections.

Table 8. Commonly used Pratyaharas with a Sample qrforfy A

Pratyahara | Explanation An example SETEXOI-A
3T indicates all letters starting from 37 of the 1st 6.1.77 31 JUIf |
aphorism and ending in I_of the 4th Aphorism.
Thus 379 indicates all Vowels.
3% indicates all of the 5 simple vowels 6.1.101 3T : TIYl o1 |
Th includes all vowels ( g, 3, & and @ ) that can 6.1.77 S?I'ﬁ FJuify |
take Guna (70T )
T includes all Diphthongs ( T, @, 3 and 3T ) 6.1.78 QT—,ﬁS'q'cm]ﬁ: |
g includes two Diphthongs ( T and aﬁ) which are the | 6.1.109 TS gl |.
Guna T[T letters respectively of ¥ and 3
31T includes all vowels and consonants except the un- | g 3.15 4T YT 3TN a‘gghq
aspirate (°h, d, <, d and 9 ) and aspirate (9, 9, ASHT |
3, ¥ and % ) hard consonants and sibilants (T, ¥
and )
JuT includes all the semivowels (I, 9, L and & ) 6.1.77 Sl Juity |
oH, includes all the nasals (€, =1, UT, 7 and H ) UN 1.114. STH<IS S: |
% includes all efficient letters starting from & of 5th 1.1.7 SAISNT: GIANT: |
aphorism and ending with & of the last aphorism.
Thus g includes all consonants.
B[ includes all consonants except the un-aspirate (b, | 6.1.114 EﬁT T |l
9, <, d and 9 ) and aspirate (&, 9, 3, T and & )
hard consonants and sibilants (T, ¥ and )
EL includes all five Soft Aspirate letters i.e. letters from 8.2.40 W‘éﬁsat \
the 4th position consonants (¥, ¥1,@, ¥ and 9 )
£ includes all consonants except semivowels (3, 9, 8.4.53 STl Grsgﬂ%'[ |
Y and @ ) and nasals (&, =, U1, T and ¥ ).
ST includes all un-aspirate soft consonants (T, S, S, 8.2.39 SIcTi \—yrs'ﬁsﬁ‘ |
T and & ) i.e. the 3rd letters of each of the five
consonant Groups i
EE includes the semivowels &, Y and &, all the nasals | 7.2.9 ﬁ:e,: afer g)‘[%[ \
(€, =, U, 9 and H ), all soft aspirate letters (¥,
#1,@, ¥ and 9 ) and un-aspirate soft consonants (
T, 3, €, % and T ) i.e. the 3 & 4" letters of each
of the five consonant Groups =
RELY includes all un-aspirate (%0, 9, <, d and 9 ) and 8.455@R T |
aspirate (9, ¥, 3, 9 and % ) hard consonants
MW includes all sibilants (3, ¥ and ¥ ). 8.3.364dr IR |

V. Raja Bandaru, tel: 732 821 4630, 908 720 3000, email: trinity012@bandaru.com

P.13




Lesson 1. Sanskrit Alphabets

1.7 Use of Panini Sutras

As indicated earlier, the grammar rules ( {=: SUtra ) developed and codified by the Sage Panini in the
TG Astadhyayi are used extensively in this Reader. As the name indicates, TG

comprises of eight Adhyayas or parts and each Adhyaya is further subdivided into four Padas or
Chapters. The {AT: Sutras or the aphorisms are enunciated in each YT&: Pada. Since this is not a book

on Panini, only the pertinent rules as they may be applicable for the specific situations are referenced in this
book. The nomenclature used for referencing the rules is:

1.8

Adhyaya [1-8]. Pada[1-4]. Stra[1-999], Eg: 1.1.1 FFERE 1
Rule “1.1.1" refers to Adhyaya 1, Pada 1, Sutra 1

Note 1: As an example, the rule describing the Savarna Dirgha Sandhi 6.1.101 37eh: Haut i

is from Adhyaya 6, Pada 1, Stitra 101. Sometimes the entire rule including the number will be
indicated while in other cases either the number or the rule itself may be given.

Note 2: Although some rules such as 1.3.3 E&»~IH_do not explicitly state an condition of
applicability, Eg. that the final letters are indicatory, the C‘H:ﬂ'r?f (Anuvrtti ) or the extension
application of ST and Td_continue from some previous rule such as1.3.2 and they extend down
to several rules. The conditions of :ﬁ’% if any, will be shown in the parenthesis.

Note 3: When stating a rule, we will not only state the way it is given in the 3TtCTqed i , Eg.1.3.3
Fh~aH , we will also give the rule with the words separated (9<% 7 Padani ) from Eg. 9% T --
8 -3<IH , along with the 347-@'%[ if any, in parenthesis.

Note 4: The Aphorisms from TR are always given in bold [ 1.1.15@'{'@?[, 91 -- Q‘T@':
3MA-TF 1]

Note 5: As indicated in the Introduction, the Aphorisms from TGN are given only for use by
the Advanced students, and can be bypassed by others without losing the continuity.

Indicatory or Non-Efficient (T ) Letters

The non-efficient or indicatory (g ) letters play a very significant role in describing the Sanskrit language.
Although only eight Aphorisms (1.3.2 to 1.3.9) describe which letters are indicatory letters, the rules
describing the functions of the indicatory letters are spread throughout the A b Astadhyayi. The

basic rules that define the Ed_letters are summarized below:

1.

The Nasalized Vowels: Rule 1.3.2 states that the nasalized vowels are T _letters in EECE) (
Upadésa) or in the original the original enunciation. Standard books such as gTd13, OIS ( the
books which enunciate the roots used in the Language) are known as SUSI in Sanskrit.

1.3.2. SUSISTHIANEF 3 | | TEI - a2 3T SFANTH: T 1|
Final Consonant: Generally the final consonant of roots, etc. are = letters by 1.3.3 TH~IH ||
(Note that although this rule does not explicitly state that the final letters are indicatory, the ?ﬂ:ﬁ'r?f
or the extension application of 392 and T<(_continue from the previous rule 1.3.2 and they extend
up to the aphorism 1.3.9. &K I ||

1.3.3 THAH || W& -- & -37=aH , (3930 T ) 1
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The Vibhakti or Case affixes: Rule 1.3.4¥ 'ﬁl‘qﬁ d™T: indicates that for Vibhaki affixes, the
final dental (T-3) consonants, the final H and H_ are not = letters 1.3.3. F&~AH_hence, are
not elided by 1.3.9. @& BT 11 As will be seen latter, 3TH is the Accusative singular Case affix
and 3TH is the case affix for Genitive plural. According to the general rule 1.3.3. F&<aH the final H
of the affixes should have been dropped but the process is overridden by this specific rule 1.3.4
ferset q®@T: 1 Thus the rule ¥ st W s considered to be a negation (‘;I'ilrlﬁ?l) of the
more general rule FH~AH for Vibhakti affixes.

1.3.4 7 fassht g@I 1| T/ - T foees g, € 0
The initial letters &, <, and g - Therule 1.3.5 BlTﬁ'%@E'q': states that the initial T, <, and'g
letters standing at the beginning of a root are not indicatory and are dropped by 1.3.9. & JT: |
Eg. the root & ( to do) is shown in the ¥TJUIS as €1 . The initial § and the final consonant I
are therefore=d_letter respectively by 1.3.5 311'&'%@?:3: and 1.3.3. &~aH and are dropped by
1.3.9. 79 I leaving the root as % ( to do) only.

1.3.5 fgfotgea: || W& -- 3fs: for-g-ga: (3) 11
The initial letter ¥ - The rule 1.3.6 ¥: UcAAX states that the initial ¥ of an affix gets an T _sign
and therefore is elided by 1.3.9. & BT || Note that the initial Y of an affix is an indicatory and
NOT every initial ¥, In the word HIE: ( six) Y is not an ¢ letter.

1.3.6 W: UIEH || UEIH -- & UIg (3 Tq ) 11
The initial T-a and Z-a letters - The rule 1.3.7 ¢ states that the initial Palatals (-3
letters d, &, 1, ¥1, and 3 ) and the initial Cerebral (Z-aﬁ letters €, 3, §, € and U7 ) letters of an
affix are indicatory and are dropped by 1.3.9. d&I BT || The word affix (Y ) comes from the
previous Sutra .

137 92 || UG -- § -Z ( UII= 30, 3 ) 1
The initial &, 3 and F-a letters - The rule1.3.8 HIEHATGT states that the initial & and A
and the initial Gutturals (-3 letters %, ©, 7, ¥ and § ) of all affixes EXCEPT Taddhita ( 31-
T‘I'r@ﬁ) affixes are indicatory and are dropped by 1.3.9. & BT || The words affix (9T ), initial
( it ) and the sign $c_come from the previous Sutras.

1.3.8 BURAIGD || T -- S-A-F, STlgd (TFIT 3, T ) 1)
Dropping of $<(_letters: -Finally Rule 1.3.9. & BIT: states that of this (&), namely of that
which has been called as an indicatory or Td , is elided (E'ﬁ'q: ).

1.3.9. T BIU: | | T_IH -- T, B (3 ) 11

1.9 Sanskrit Prosody - An Introduction:

The composition in Sanskrit like many other languages may be either in prose ( &I Gadya ) and/or in verse

(I Padya ) i.e. in metrical form. Prosody deals with the laws of metrical composition of versification.

Sanskrit has several types of verses each type of verse follows unique set of rules. Typically a U<l or a
Verse consists of four lines each called % ( Pada) a or a quarter. In Sanskrit, the word *3ie ( Sloka ) is the
term normally used to indicate a verse. The number of syllables ( 3781¥ Aksara ) or the number of syllabic
instances (AT Matra ) is used to regulate a U< .

a. As described previously a syllable ( 318 Aksara ) is a word that can be pronounced distinctly
by a single vowel with or without one or more consonants.
b. AHET ( Matra) is an unit or measure of time required to pronounce a short vowel. Thus the

short vowels 3, ¥, 3, &, and @ require 1 HIT to pronounce where as the long vowels 3T,
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é‘, D, W, E'g, q, Q, 3 and 3 require more than a single to pronounce.
c. Asyllable or &R (Aksara)is "light" (&g Laghu ) or "heavy" ([& Guru ) according as its
vowel is "short" (& Hrasva ) or "long" (éﬁ Dirgha)

d. When a short vowel is followed by an 3TJ&IX ( Anusvara ) or a famt (Visarga) or by a
conjunct consonant, it is converted into what is referred to as a "Prosodically Long vowel". Eg:
the short vowel 3 following T in 92l ( Padya ), the initial vowel 3T in 378X ( Aksara ) become
"prosodially long" forms.

The rule governing &¢ and % are:

1410 & &Y || 9= -- 5@ &G |
A short (&%) vowel is called "light" ( 3¥ )
1.4.11, §AWY & || W - FAF TE 11

A short vowel preceded by a conjunct consonant ( W), the short (&% ) vowel is also termed as

heavy (T]% )
1.4.12 SEY || TR -~ T () 1

And () along (ﬁ(ﬁ: ) vowel is also termed as heavy (T]% )

Among the various metres in Sanskrit language, 3TEY ( Anustubh ) is the most common metre. It is the
primary form used in the two Epics YHMEUT ( Ramayana ) and H8TYRd ( Mahabharata ) as well as in
many Puranas. This form of the metre is also used extensively in Vedas and in Classical Sanskrit.

Out of the total of 700 SIokas in ér?madbhagavadgité, 642 verses are in 3TJ&¥H meter, and the
remaining 58 are in a meter called ﬁg"{ ( Tristubh))

There are 8 syllables in each of the four Padas of 37JZY meter, where as each of the four Padas of &Y
meter has 11 syllables.

More details will be given in the later sections. They are given here as representative examples only.
1.10 Sanskrit Numerals —

Sanskrit numerals are written as follows:

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0
S R ES ¥ Y & 9 4 R °

The basic numeral are combined to express larger numbers in the same way as we do in other languages
such as English as follows:

Y, (25) ¢y (2985)  R2R,3¥&,0W¥ (212,346,754) etc.
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1.11 On More Technical Terms

W3Sl sanjna is a technical term and has many meanings such as

a. ashort word to convey a lot of meaning;
b. a convention or terms used for general nature of things.

There are two main types of =11 -

e & AT ( krtrimasafijia ) or an artificial term such as &, & or 9 which is a mainly
conventional and
o P I5S] ( akrtrimasanjna ) which directs to the specific meaning conveyed by words

such noun, REEIL (pronoun), forgrsor (adjective), Indclinable ( Y ) etc.

Haut Savarna Letters
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Table 6A - Devanagari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide

Lesson 1. Sanskrit Alphabets

om as in home

3 |om
Vowels - Basic Vowels
sounds like
a |0 inson
3 a Incar
| I inpin
i ee in feet
u in full

00 in boot/pool

r inrig

long r

no English equivalent

ol |Gl A ol [l [ o ] @

Long Ir
no English equivalent
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Table 6B - Devanagari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide

om |om as in home

@k

Vowels — Derived Vowels - Diphthongs

sounds like

e ay in play

ai |hi i high

O |0 inover

é‘."yé‘.’p/‘j’/‘j

au |ow incow

nasalization of preceding vowel
am p g

4| 9.

ah Aspiration of preceding vowel
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Gutturals  =vew
consonants | sounds like
E2) ka |k in kind
g |kha|chk in blockhead
T |ga |9 Ingo
g |gha|gh inlog-hut
& |ha |ng Insing
Palatals  de=
B9 ca |ch inchunk
¥ |cha|chh inmatch catch
ST |ja |} injug
g’ |jha |dgeh inhedgehog
3] |ha |n  Inbunch
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Cerebrals gg=
sounds like
z ta |t Inhut touch
3 tha |th as in ant-hill
g da |d indog
S dha |dh in god-hood
) na |n inunder
Dentals z==
sounds like
i ta |[th close to think
) tha |th close to thumb/
pathetic
4 da |th close to father/ then
3] dha | Theh in breathe here
T na |n In  numb
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va

Labials  smsw
sounds like
q pa |p In purse
% pha|ph In sapphire
q ba (b In but
I bha |bh in abhor
q ma |m in mother
Semi-vowels
sounds like
J |ya |y In young
I |ra |r inrun
] la || In luck
q

vV in virtue
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Sibilants W:

sounds like
37 (%2 |sh in shove
¥ |s2 |sh in bushel
g [sa |s in sir
g ha '|h In house
& |ksa 'ksh Inworksheet
3 a2 |no English equivalent
S unpronounced a 3
\N unpronounced a 3T

V. Raja Bandaru, tel: 732 821 4630, 908 720 3000, email: trinity012@bandaru.com

P.23



