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Sage P¡¸ini  �ÌÌÍsÌÍ�Ì  and the book of Grammar  
 

Table: 1 Aphorisms in the +®õÌŒ™ÌÌ™ÌÕ aÀ¶¡dhy¡y¢ of Sage  P¡¸ini  �ÌÌÍsÌÍ�Ì 
 

# P¡da 
 

# Aphorisms 
# adhy¡ya 

�ÌëyÌ˜Ì�ÌÌzù 

prathamap¡da 
P¡da 1 

ÍˆùtÌÕ™Ì�ÌÌzù 

dvit¢yap¡da 
P¡da 2 

tÌßtÌÕ™Ì�ÌÌzù 

t¤t¢yap¡da 
P¡da  3 

ZÌtÌÙyÌÊ�ÌÌzù 

caturthap¡da 
P¡da 4 

²Ì˜�ÌÜ²ÌÉL™ÌÌ 

samp£r¸asa´khy¡ 
Total per adhy¡ya 

 
adhy¡ya 1 75 73 93 100 341
adhy¡ya 2 72 38 73 85 268
adhy¡ya 3 150 188 176 117 631
adhy¡ya 4 178 145 168 144 635
adhy¡ya 5 136 140 119 160 555
adhy¡ya 6 223 199 139 175 736
adhy¡ya 7 103 118 120 97 438
adhy¡ya 8 74 108 119 68 369

Total number of Aphorisms 3973
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Suggestions for Fast Tracking the Learning Process 
 

Suggestions for fast tracking the learning process are given in this section.  These are based on the age 
old process that has been used in ancient India for over several millennia.  This process is NOT new. It 
is proven and tested.  The process can be summarized as follows: 

 

 
Fig 1:  Process flow for Language learning Process 

 
The above process was also the way we all learnt to speak languages during our childhood: 
 
• We paid attention and listened, when elders spoke. We repeated the words till we got them right, then 

repeated the process with new words. Remember!, during a short period,  we all became masters in 
listening, speaking and  composing our own sentences with a little or no help from elders. We built up a 
large vocabulary of words.  Remember the time we had fun and gave joy to elders! 

 
As we grew, we have forgotten the very process we depended on when we were children. Sanskrit, not 
being a spoken language in the English speaking world, requires discipline and a clear methodology to 
master the basics. However, the very thought of learning a strange language like Sanskrit can be daunting 
for adults.  Fortunately, there is no difference between the spoken and written version of the language - "You 
pronounce the words as they are written". This is one of the primary advantages of Sanskrit compared to 
other languages such as English.  Use it to your advantage!.   
 
Take it from me, learning Sanskrit can be fun and may even lead to a more fruitful way of spending one’s 
own time. 
  

1. Get  familiar with pronunciation of Sanskrit words and Phrases: 
• Listen to your favorite songs,  ál°k¡s while driving. The audio version of various ál°k¡s are 

available in the market. Get Audio CDs of Bhagavadg¢t¡ or one of your favorite books and 
listen when ever time permits.  

• Since we spend a lot of time driving, listening to Sanskrit sounds is one of the better ways of 
utilizing the time while driving. 

• If your use computers, listen to Sanskrit CDs while doing your normal work.   
 

Note: Pay attention to the driving rules when driving.   
 
2. Try to attend Sanskrit classes, if they are offered close to your place.  
3. Collect a good set of  books (see the list given in the References section) 
4. Devote at least 1 to 2 hours per day, preferably 30 minutes of which every day before the day 

break.   
5. Get familiar with D®van¡gari alphabets, Sandhi or union between two alphabets in contact, and 

grammar rules.    
6. During the early morning time, try to read, aloud, at least some of the ál°k¡s from G¢t¡ and get 

them by heart. 
7. At every opportunity, write down the G¢t¡ ál°k¡s and sentences from books.  Analyze sandhi, word 

meanings and practice grammar rules. 
8. If you happen to attend lectures on V®d¡nta or on Bhagavadg¢t¡,  

• read the Sanskrit text before attending the class, analyze sandhi and write down word 
meanings using a good dictionary like Apte.  

• Compare with the meanings given by your Guru in the class. Since Sanskrit words can have 
many meanings,  understand the reasons why a specific meaning was selected by the Guru.  
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• The idea is to use the V®d¡nta class not only for spiritual studies but also as practical 
laboratory classes for learning Sanskrit.   

• This way you can have the cake and eat it too!.  
 
9. Repeat this no matter what difficulties come in the way. You will be surprised to find that learning 

Sanskrit is not as difficult and daunting as you imagined, at the beginning.    
   

Remember the cardinal rule – you are not the first person to learn the language. You are not going to be 
the last either. Many have mastered the language before, even with limited resources.  
 
The Sanskrit books are written by people like you and me. If they are written by people, they must be 
simple to master! – this is Bandaru’s 1st Law of Learning. 
 
Do not get disheartened and  - “Let no one tell you that you can not make it”!  

 
Note:  As far as possible, use D®van¡gari ( zâù¥Ì�ÌÌOÌÍœú) as opposed to transliteration for reading and 
writing. 

 
Have fun and enjoy the nectar of  the Sanskrit language -The divine language - D®vav¡n¢  ( zâù¥Ì¥ÌÌsÌÕ ) and 

Sanskrit  literature such as ¿r¢madbh¡gavatamahapur¡¸am (  ¬ÌÕ˜Ì„ùÌOÌ¥ÌtÌ˜Ì·þÌ�ÌÙœúÌsÌ˜ÌÆ  )- 
 

Í�ÌOÌ˜ÌFòŸ�ÌtÌœúÌâOÌÊÍ¡ôtÌÉ •ò¡Éô  ¨ÌÙFò˜ÌÙLÌÌzù˜ÌßtÌ‡ù¥Ì²ÌÉ™ÌÙtÌ˜ÌÆ *  

Í�Ì–ÌtÌ —ÌÌOÌ¥ÌtÌÉ œú²Ì˜ÌÌ¡ô™ÌÉ ˜ÌÙ·Ùþœú·þÌâ œúÍ²ÌFòÌ —ÌÙÍ¥Ì —ÌÌ¥ÌÙFòÌ: *1-1-3* 

nigamakalpatar°rgalitaÆ phalaÆ  ¿ukamukh¡t am¤tadravasaÆyutam * 
pibata bh¡gavataÆ rasam¡layaÆ muhurah° rasik¡ bhuvi bh¡vuk¡: ** 1.1.3 ** 
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Lesson 1.   Sanskrit Alphabets 
 

1.1 Classification of Alphabets 
 
The Sanskrit alphabets are divided into two broad classes - vowels and consonants. They are    
  

• Vowels ( +ZÌÆ  akÀara  or ²¥Ìœú  svara ) are:  
 +  a,  +Ì  ¡,  < i, <Ê  ¢, =  u, >ð  £, @ñ  ¤, Añ ¥,  ¡ßô  l¤, D  ®, Dâ  ai, +Ìâ  °,  +Ìæ  au     

• Consonants (  akÀara ) are:   
FÆò  k,  LÌÆ  kh, OÌÆ  g, QÌÆ  gh, RÆó  ´ ; ZÌÆ  c, `ÌÆ j,  cÌÆ  jh, eÌÆ  μ ; hÆõ  ¶, lÆö  ¶h, nÆ÷  ·, qÆø  ·h, sÌÆ ¸;   
�ÌÆ  p, •Æò  ph, –ÌÆ b, —ÌÆ  bh,  ˜ÌÆ  m;  ™ÌÆ  y, œÆú  r, ¡Æô  l,  ¥ÌÆ  v; ¨ÌÆ  ¿,  −ÌÆ  À,  ²ÌÆ  s; , ·Æþ  h,  

 
Note 1: Please refer to Table 6 -6G for pronunciation guide.   

Note 2: The long form ô¡áô l¥ is rarely used in the literature.   
The vowels are further divided into two classes - 

• basic vowels -   +  a,  +Ì  ¡,  <  i,  <Ê  ¢, =  u, >ð  £, @ñ  ¤, Añ ¥,  ¡ßô  l¤,  and  
• derived vowels or Diphthongs  -  D  ®, Dâ  ai, +Ìâ  °,  +Ìæ  au        

 
The consonants FÆò k, LÌÆ  kh, OÌÆ g, QÌÆ gh, RÆó ´; etc. are normally written along with the vowel + a, as:  

• Fò ka = FÆò + + or ( ka = k +  a ); LÌ  kha = LÌÆ + + or ( kha = kh +  a ); OÌ  ga = OÌÆ + + or ( 
ga = g +  a ); QÌ gha = QÌÆ + + or ( gha = gh + a ); Ró  ´a = RÆó + + or ( ´a = ´ +  a ) 

• ZÌ  ca = ZÌÆ + + or ( ca = c +  a );  \ô cha = \Æô + + or ( cha =  ch +  a );  `Ì ja = `ÌÆ + + or ( 
ja = j +  a ) ; cÌ jha = cÌÆ + +  or ( jha = jh +  a ); eÌ  μa  = eÌÆ + + or ( μa = μ +  a ); 

• hõ  ¶a  = hÆõ + + or ( ¶a = ¶ + a ); lö ¶ha = lÆö + + or ( ¶ha = ¶h + a); n÷ ·a =  nÆ÷ + + or ( ·a = 

· + a );   qø ·ha = qÆø + + or ( ·ha = ·h + a );  sÌ ¸a = sÌÆ + +  or ( ¸a = ¸ +  a ) 
• tÌ  ta = tÌÆ + + or ( ta = t + a );  yÌ tha = yÌÆ + + or ( tha = th +  a ); zù da = zÆù + +  or ( da = 

d + a ) ;  ŒÌ dha = QÌÆ + +  or ( dha = dh + a ); �Ì  na = �ÌÆ + + or ( na = n + a ) 
• �Ì pa = �ÌÆ + + or ( pa = p + a ); •ò  pha = •Æò + + or ( pha = ph + a); –Ì ba = –ÌÆ + + or ( ba 

= b + a );  —Ì bha = —ÌÆ + +  or ( bha = bh + a ); ˜Ì ma = ˜ÌÆ + + or ( ma = m + a ) 
• ™Ì  ya = ™ÌÆ + + or ( ya = y + a );  œú  ra = œÆú + + or ( ra = r + a ); ¡ô la = ¡Æô + + or ( la = l + a 

);   ¥Ì  va = ¥ÌÆ + +  or ( va = v +  a ) 
• ¨Ì ¿a = ¨ÌÆ ++ or ( ¿a = ¿ +  a); −Ì Àa = −ÌÆ + + or ( Àa = À + a); ²Ì sa = ²ÌÆ + + or ( sa = s + a) 
• ·þ ha =  ·Æþ + + ( ha = h +  a )  

 
The vowel + a, is added merely for the sake of pronunciation ( =Z\ôÌœúsÌÌyÌÊ˜ÌÆ  ucch¡ra¸¡rtham ) only. 
When we refer to consonants, normally they are written along with the associated vowel unless only a pure 
consonant, shown with a down-word stroke (Í¥ÌœúÌ˜Ì vir¡ma ) is indicated eg: FÆò k.  
 
The consonants are divided into five major groups such as   

• Gutturals ( Fòslöš  ka¸¶hya )- pronounced with Throat -  FÆò k; LÌÆ kh; OÌÆ  g; QÌÆ gh; RÆó ´  

• Paletels ( tÌÌ¡ô¥™Ì t¡lavya ) - pronounced with Palete  -  ZÌÆ c ; \Æô ch ; `ÌÆ j ; cÌÆ  jh; eÌÆ μ  

• Cerebrals or Linguals ( ˜ÌÜŒÌÊ�™Ì m£rdhanya) - pronounced with Tongue bent - hÆõ ¶ ;  
lÆö ¶h; nÆ÷ · ; qÆø ·h; sÌÆ  ¸ 

• Dentals  ( zù�t™Ì  dantya ) - pronounced using teeth - tÌÆ t ; yÌÆ th ; zÆù  d; QÌÆ dh ; �ÌÆ n  
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• Labials  ( +Ìâ¯öš °À¶hya  ) - pronounced with Lips - �ÌÆ  p;  •Æò ph;  –ÌÆ b ;  —ÌÆ bh ;  ˜ÌÆ m 
based on the primary organ used in pronouncing the alphabet.  
 
The groups are also referred to as Fò-¥ÌOÌÊ ka-varga, the Group of Fò ka; ZÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ ca-varga, the Group 
of ZÌ ca; hõ-¥ÌOÌÊ ¶a-varga, the Group of hõ ¶a; tÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ ta-varga, the Group of tÌ ta; and �Ì -¥ÌOÌÊ pa-varga, 
the Group of �Ì pa; based on the first letter of the group.   
 
The final consonants RÆó ´, eÌÆ μ, sÌÆ ¸, �ÌÆ n and ˜ÌÆ m, of each of the five groups are known as Nasals ( 
�ÌÌÍ²ÌFòÌ n¡sik¡ ) because they are to be pronounced with the nose 
 
The remaining consonants are grouped as follows: 

• The consonants ™ÌÆ y ;  œÆú r ;  ¡Æô l ;  ¥ÌÆ  v ; are referred to as Semivowels  because 
sometimes these four consonants behave like vowels and are replaced with their 
corresponding vowels  <  i, =  u, @ñ  ¤,  ¡ßô l¤,  respectively.  As will be explained later, the 
process by which these changes take place is called ²Ì˜�Ìë²ÌÌœúsÌ˜ÌÆ  sampras¡ra¸am.   

• The three consonants ¨ÌÆ  ¿; −ÌÆ  À and ²ÌÆ s ; are referred to as Sibilants ( ²�Ì¨ÌÊ: spar¿a ). 

1.2 Classification of Alphabets based on the effort required for Pronunciation 
 
Based on the effort ( �Ìë™ÌvÌ prayatna) required to pronounce each of the alphabets, the consonants 
are divided further as  Hard ( ˜Ì·þÌ�ÌëÌsÌ: mah¡pr¡¸a: = high effort )  or Soft ( +Ÿ�Ì-�ÌëÌsÌ: alpa-pr¡¸a: = 
low effort) consonants as follows: 

• Hard ( ˜Ì·þÌ�ÌëÌsÌ: mah¡pr¡¸a: ) consonants - FÆò k; LÌÆ kh; ZÌÆ c ; \Æô ch ; hÆõ ¶ ; lÆö ¶h; tÌÆ t ; yÌÆ th ; �ÌÆ  
p; •Æò ph;   ¨ÌÆ  ¿;  −ÌÆ  À;  ²ÌÆ s and ·Æþ h   

• Soft ( +Ÿ�Ì-�ÌëÌsÌ:  alpa-pr¡¸a: ) consonants - OÌÆ g; QÌÆ gh; RÆó ´; `ÌÆ j ; cÌÆ jh; eÌÆ μ ; nÆ÷ · ; qÆø ·h;   sÌÆ  
¸;  zÆù  d; QÌÆ dh ; �ÌÆ n; –ÌÆ b ; —ÌÆ bh ;  ˜ÌÆ m;  ™ÌÆ y ;  œÆú r ;  ¡Æô l ;  ¥ÌÆ  v ; 

  
The first two letters of each of the five groups of consonants ( FÆò, LÌÆ ; ZÌÆ , \Æô; hÆõ , lÆö ; tÌÆ, yÌÆ ; �ÌÆ , •Æò ), the 

Sibilants ( ¨ÌÆ ; −ÌÆ ; ²ÌÆ ) and ·Æþ are hard consonant. The rest of the consonants ( OÌÆ , QÌÆ , RÆó; `ÌÆ , cÌÆ, eÌÆ ; nÆ÷, qÆø 
, sÌÆ ; zÆù, QÌÆ , �ÌÆ ; ™ÌÆ ,œÆú, ¡Æô ,¥ÌÆ )  are soft consonants. 
 
Based on the accent required to pronounce, the vowels are classified as Short or Long. A third category 
known as protracted or prolated ( “ÞtÌ pl£ta ) will be explained later.  

• Short ( ¼þ²¥Ì: hrasva: )  +  a,  <  i, =  u, @ñ  ¤,  ¡ßô  l¤   
• Long ( zùÕQÌÊ: d¢rgha: )  +Ì  ¡,  <Ê  ¢, >ð  £, Añ ¥, D  ®, Dâ  ai, +Ìâ  °,  +Ìæ  au 

 
In addition to the classification of vowels discussed above,  all the vowels can be nasalized  ( with 
an  anun¡sika - +�ÌÙ�ÌÌÍ²ÌFòÌ  i.e. with a  candrabindu  ZÌ�‡ùÍ–Ì�zÙù   Ç ) or without nasalized sound (  

ananun¡sika  +�Ì�ÌÙ�ÌÌÍ²ÌFòÌ  i.e. without a  candrabindu ZÌ�‡ùÍ–Ì�zÙù ). Examples are:  +Ç aÄ , <Ç  iÄ  , =Ç 

uÄ ,  @Çñ ¤Ä  and  ¡ßÇô l¤Ä etc. 
   Note:  the use of the alphabets with anun¡sika will be explained in the later sections.  
   

The following are not in the above list: 
 anusv¡ra ( +�ÌÙ²¥ÌÌœú: ),  visarga ( Í¥Ì²ÌOÌÊ: ),  jihv¡m£l¢ya: ( Í`Ì¾þÌ˜ÌÜ¡ôÕ™Ì: ) , upadhm¡n¢ya: ( 
=�ÌŒ˜ÌÌ�ÌÕ™Ì: )  and avagraha % ( +¥ÌOÌœú·þ )   
Note:  Semivowels ™ÌÆ, ¡Æô and ¥ÌÆ  also have the corresponding nasalized ( anun¡sika 
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+�ÌÙ�ÌÌÍ²ÌFòÌ ) versions: ™ÌÇ , ¡Çô , ¥ÌÇ  
 
The classification of vowels and consonants discussed above is summarized in the following Tables 
 

Table: 2.  Sanskrit Consonants based on their Positions 
   
 Hard   Soft  Hard

Gutturals ( Fòslö:  ka¸¶ha: ) Fò-¥ÌOÌÊ  ka-varga FÆò k  LÌÆ kh OÌÆ  g QÌÆ gh RÆó ´ ·Æþ h   
Palatals  (tÌÌ¡Ùô t¡lu ) ZÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ  ca-varga ZÌÆ c \Æô ch `ÌÆ j  cÌÆ  jh eÌÆ μ ¨ÌÆ  ¿   
Cerebrals ( ˜ÌÜŒÌÌÊ m£rdh¡ ) hõ-¥ÌOÌÊ ¶a-varga hÆõ ¶ lÆö ¶h nÆ÷ ·  qÆø ·h sÌÆ ¸ −ÌÆ  À  
Dentals ( zù�tÌÌ  dant¡ ) tÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ ta-varga tÌÆ t yÌÆ th zÆù  d QÌÆ dh �ÌÆ n  ²ÌÆ s  
Labials  ( +Ìâ̄ öÌæ °À¶hau  ) �Ì-¥ÌOÌÊ pa-varga �ÌÆ  p •Æò ph –ÌÆ b —ÌÆ bh ˜ÌÆ m   
 

Table 3: Classification of Sanskrit  Alphabets based on the effort required for Pronunciation 
  
 Gutturals 

Fòslöš 
Paletels 
tÌÌ¡ô¥™Ì 

Cerebrals 
˜ÌÜŒÌÊ�™Ì 

Dentals
zù�t™Ì 

Labials 
+Ìâ¯öš 

FòslötÌÌ¡Ùô FòslöÌâ¯ö˜ÌÆ zù�t™ÌÌâ¯ö˜ÌÆ 

Vowels +, +Ì <, <Ê @ñ, Añ ¡ßô =, >ð D,  Dâ +Ìâ , +Ìæ  
Hard FÆò ZÌÆ hÆõ tÌÆ �ÌÆ    
consonants LÌÆ \Æô lÆö yÌÆ •Æò    
Soft OÌÆ `ÌÆ nÆ÷ zÆù –ÌÆ    
consonants QÌÆ cÌÆ qÆø ŒÌÆ —ÌÆ    
Nasals  
Soft 

RÆó eÌÆ sÌÆ �ÌÆ ˜ÌÆ    

Semivowels   ™ÌÆ œÆú ¡Æô    ¥ÌÆ 
(Soft)    ¥ÌÆ     
Sibilants (Hard)  ¨ÌÆ −ÌÆ ²ÌÆ     
Hard ·Æþ        

 
• The semivowel ¥ÌÆ belongs to both tÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ and �Ì-¥ÌOÌÊ  -  zù�t™Ì and +Ìâ¯öš ( zù�t™ÌÌâ¯ö˜ÌÆ ) 
• The diphthongs D and Dâ belong to both Fò-¥ÌOÌÊ and ZÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ  - Fòslöš and tÌÌ¡ô¥™Ì (FòslötÌÌ¡Ùô )    
• The diphthongs +Ìâ and +Ìæ belong to both Fò-¥ÌOÌÊ and �Ì-¥ÌOÌÊ  - Fòslöš and +Ìâ¯öš (FòslöÌâ¯ö˜ÌÆ ) 

 
Table 3A: Classification of Sanskrit  Alphabets based on the effort required for Pronunciation 

 
Consonants                                                        Vowels  

 Hard Hard Soft Soft Soft Soft Hard   
 Non-

asp 
Asp Non-

asp 
Aspirate Nasals Semi-

vowels 
Sibilants Basic 

Vowels 
Diphthongs 

Gutturals    Fòslöš Fò LÌ OÌ QÌ Ró ·  a :  kkk +  +Ì   D ,Dâ 

Paletels      tÌÌ¡ô¥™Ì   ZÌ \ô `Ì cÌ eÌ ™Ì ¨Ì <  <Ê   c

Cerebrals   ˜ÌÜŒÌÊ�™Ì hõ lö n÷ qø sÌ œú −Ì @ñ  Añ    

Dentals      zù�t™Ì   tÌ yÌ zù ŒÌ �Ì ¡ ²Ì Cô  

Labials      +Ìâ¯öš �Ì •ò –Ì —Ì ˜Ì    ¥Ì  a : ff =  >ð   +Ìâ  +Ìæ  d
 
a) ·þ, though not a semi-vowel is shown in that column to save space. It is a hard consonant 
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b) The semi-vowel ¥Ì belongs to both Labial and Dental groups, but shown in the Labial group to 
save space 

c) The diphthongs D and Dâ belongs to both Guttural and Paletel groups 
d) The diphthongs +Ìâ and +Ìæ belongs to both Guttural and Labial groups. 
e) The jihv¡m£l¢ya: ( Í`Ì¾þÌ˜ÌÜ¡ôÕ™Ì: )          “kkk” belong to Fò-¥ÌOÌÊ  
f) The upadhm¡n¢ya: ( =�ÌŒ˜ÌÌ�ÌÕ™Ì: )       “fff” belong to  �Ì-¥ÌOÌÊ 

1.3 Consonants followed by a Vowel:  
When a vowel follows a consonant, the consonant loses its stroke ( Í¥ÌœúÌ˜Ì  vir¡ma ) and the vowel is 

written in the abbreviated form, as we have seen above, where we added the vowel + a, to each of the 
consonants. Some examples are:  
  

Table 4.  Consonants followed by a Vowel 
 

vowel short form impact on consonant 
 

+ is not written at all  FÆò + + = Fò or ( k + a = ka) 
+Ì is written as  É   FÆò + +Ì = FòÌ or ( k + ¡ = k¡) 
< is written as  Ê  FÆò + < = ÍFò or ( k + i = ki ) 
<Ê is written as  Ò  FÆò + <Ê = FòÕ or ( k + ¢ = k¢) 
= is written as   Ö  FÆò + = = FÙò or ( k + u = ku) 
>ð is written as   Ú  FÆò + >ð = FÜò or ( k + £ = k£) 
@ñ is written as   Þ  FÆò + @ñ = Fßò or ( k + ¤ =  k¤) 
Añ is written as  FÆò + Añ = Fáò or    ( k + ¥ =  k¥) 
¡ßô is written as  FÆò + ¡ßô = Iàò or C±ÉÞ , ( k + l¤ = kl¤) 
¡áô is written as  FÆò + ¡áô = Iáò or C±Éß , ( k + l¥ = kl¥) 
D is written as   ä  FÆò + D = Fâò or ( k + ® = k®) 
Dâ is written as   è  FÆò + Dâ = Fæò or ( k + ai = kai) 
+Ìâ is written as  Éä  FÆò + +Ìâ = FòÌâ or ( k + ° = k°) 
+Ìæ is written as  Éè  FÆò + +Ìæ = FòÌæ or ( k + au = kau) 

 
Note 1:   œÆú + = = �û or ( r + u = ru);  œÆú + >ð =  °ü or ( r + £ =  r£) 
Note 2: As noted above the long form of the vowel ¡áô is rarely used in the literature. 

 
The semivowel œÆú without any vowel is also called r®pha and is written differently when adding 
either = and >ð. All other consonants followed by a vowel are written using the examples shown 
above with the consonant FÆò and >ð  

 
Note: A vowel by itself or a consonant, simple or conjunct with a vowel added to it is called an 

akÀarara (+KÌœú )  or a syllable. 
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Table 6. D®van¡gari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide 
 
   

  sounds like   sounds like 

  Basic vowels   Dentals ( zù�tÌÌ  dant¡ ) tÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ  
+  a o    in son tÌ ta th   close to  think 

+Ì ¡ a    in car yÌ tha th   close to  thumb/ pathetic 

< I i     in pin zù da th   close to father/ then 

<Ê ¢ ee  in feet ŒÌ dha Theh    in breathe here 

= u u    in full �Ì na  n       in   numb 

>ð £ oo  in boot/pool   Labials  ( +Ìâ̄ öÌæ °À¶hau  ) �Ì-¥ÌOÌÊ  
@ñ ¤ r   in rig   �Ì pa p   in   purse 

Añ ¥ long  ¤ •ò pha ph   in sapphire  

¡ßô L¤ no English equivalent –Ì ba b      in  but 

  Derived Vowels or Diphthongs —Ì bha bh    in abhor 

D e ay    in play ˜Ì ma  m     in  mother  

Dâ  ai hi     in high   Semivowels 

+Ìâ o o     in over ™Ì ya y   in   young  

+Ìæ au ow   in cow œú ra r   in run  

  Gutturals ( Fòslö: ka¸¶ha:) Fò-¥ÌOÌÊ  ¡ô la l      in  luck 

Fò  ka k    in  kind ¥Ì va v      in  virtue 

LÌ kha chk   in blockhead   Sibilants 

OÌ ga g      in go ¨Ì ¿a sh     in  shove  

QÌ gha gh    in log-hut −Ì Àa sh   in  bushel 

Ró ´a  ng    in sing ²Ì sa s   in  sir  

  Palatals  (tÌÌ¡Ùô t¡lu ) ZÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ  ca-varga    

ZÌ  ca ch      in chunk ·þ ha h      in  house 

\ô cha chh   in match  catch    

`Ì  ja j      in jug $ oÆ om   as  in home 

cÌ jha dgeh   in hedgehog +É aÆ nasalization of preceding 
vowel 

eÌ μa   n      in bunch +: ah Aspiration of preceding vowel  

  Cerebrals ( ˜ÌÜŒÌÌÊ m£rdh¡ ) hõ-¥ÌOÌÊ  KÌ kÀa ksh     in worksheet  

hõ ¶a t      in hut  touch bÌ jμa no English equivalent   

lö ¶ha  th   as in ant-hill %  Unpronounced,  signifies  ‘a + ’  

n÷ ·a  d      in dog     

qø ·ha  dh    in god-hood %%  Unpronounced, signifies ‘ ¡ +Ì ’  
sÌ ¸a  n      in under   dropped 
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1.4 Conjunct or Compound consonants:  
 
An unique feature of Sanskrit language is the ability to create compound or conjunct consonants 
(saÆyukt¡kÀara  ²ÌÉ™ÌÙHòÌKÌœú ) by combining two or more consonants to form a conjunct without intervening 
vowels. The general rules for combining the consonants are: 
 

• the last consonant only takes a vowel 
• all the preceding consonants lose their final vertical lines/strokes  
• some letters may change their form slightly and others entirely when compounded  
• the repha œÆú  immediately preceding another consonant or the vowel @ñ is denoted by the sign, eg. 

o œÆú + Fò =FÊò or ( r + ka = rka), œÆú + yÌ = yÌÊ or ( r + tha = rtha),   
• the repha œÆú  immediately following another consonant is written as follows:  

o FÆò + œÆú + + = Fêò or ( k + r + a=  kra)  ¨ÌÆ + œÆú + + = ¬Ì or ( ¿ + r + a=  ¿ra) 
o ˜ÌÆ + œÆú + + = ˜Ìë or ( m + r + a=  mra) tÌÆ + œÆú + + = wÌ or ( t + r + a=  tra) 

• In some conjunct consonants, such as KÌ and bÌ the component elements are scarcely 
discernable.   

o FÆò + −ÌÆ + + = KÌ or ( k + À + a= kÀa) `ÌÆ + eÌÆ + + = bÌ or ( j + μ + a = jμa) 
• a few conjunct consonants are written in several ways based on the fonts used 

 
More examples of conjunct consonants: --- 

o Gò or CEò kka,  Gòš or CCªÉ kkya, CJÉ kkha, ClÉ ktha,  CjÉ ktra, Hòš or CiªÉ ktya, E�Ì 
kpa, Fíò or CxÉ kna, CSÉ  kca, CRó k´a, CVÉ kja, EeÌ or C\É kμa, EyÌï or ClxÉ kthna, E˜Ì 
kma, E™Ì or CªÉ kya, Jò or C´É kva,  KsÌ kÀ¸a,   I´É kÀva,  Iò or C±É or  kla, K˜Ì or I¨É 
k-À-ma as in ±ÉI¨ÉhÉ lakÀma¸a, ¡ôK˜ÌÕ lak¿m¢  

o JªÉ  khya, NÌ or JxÉ khna,  J´É  khva, NÌ or JxÉ khna, 
o MvÉ g-dha, Vóš or RÂóJªÉ ´-kh-ya  as in ºÉÉRÂóJªÉ  s¡´khya, Tó or RÂóHò ´-kh-ta,  Wó or RÂóMÉ  

´-ga,  
o [Ì or SSÉ  c-ca, Z\ô or SUô c-cha,  Z\Èô or SUÅô ca-cha-ra, \ôš or UÂôªÉ  cha-ya, \ÆôŒÌ or UÂôvÉ 

cha-dha, fÌ or \SÉ  μ-ca 
o ]ÂõEò ¶-ka, iõ or ]Âõ]õ  ¶-¶a,  hÆõyÌ ¶-tha,  ]õ¬ ¶-ya,  nÆ÷OÌ ·-ga, fÅø ·h-ra, hb÷ ¸-·a, hfø¬ ¸-

·h-ya, h´É ¸-va 
o k´É t-t-va as in iÉk´É  tattva,  k®ú  t-t-ra as in {ÉÖk®ú puttra, iªÉ  t-ya as in ºÉiªÉ satya, iºxÉ  

t-s-na as in EÞòiºxÉ   k¤tsna, vÌ or ixÉ  t-na as in |ÉªÉixÉ prayatna,   
o {ù or nÂùMÉ d-ga as in ¦ÉMÉ´ÉnÂùMÉÒiÉÉ bhagavadg¢t¡, }ù or rù d-dha as in ¤ÉÖrù, ¤ÉÖÊrù 

buddha, buddhi, ‡ù d-ra as in ¦Épù bhadra, † or t d-ya as in ¨ÉtÉÊVÉ  mady¡ji,     
o �ŒÌ or xvÉ n-dha as in MÉÎxvÉ, MÉxvÉ gandhi, gandha, Œ¥Ì or v´É dh-va as in ¨Év´É madhva, 

�‡ù or xpù n-d-ra as in <xpù indra,  
o �Ì or {iÉ p-ta as in |ÉÉ{iÉ pr¡pta, �™Ì p-ya as in |ÉÉ{ªÉ pr¡pya, �Ìë p-ra as in |ÉEÞòÊiÉ prak¤ti 
o –Ìê b-ra as in ¥ÉÀ prayatna, —Ìë or §É bh-ra as in §É¨É®ú bhramara  
o ˜–Ì m-ba as in +¨¤É amba, +Ñ˜–ÌFò ambika, ˜—Ì m-bha as in ºiÉ¨¦É stambha,  
o FÊò r-ka as in iÉEÇò tarka, OÌÊ r-ga as in ¨ÉÉMÉÇ m¡rga, zÙùOÌÊ durga, ·Êþ or ½Çþ r-ha as in +½Çþ 

prayatna 
o Ÿ�Ì or ±{É l-pa as in Eò±{É kalpa 
o §Ìî or ¶xÉ ¿-na as in |É¶xÉ pra¿na,   
o ®õ À- ¶a as in +¹]õ¨ÉÒ aÀtam¢, +®õÌŒ™ÌÌ™ÌÕ a¿¶¡dhy¡y¢, −sÌ À-¸a as in EÞò¹hÉ k¤À¸a, ¯öÕ À-¶h¢ 
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as in ¹É¹`öÒ ÀaÀ¶h¢, −•ò or ¹¡ò À-pha as in ÊxÉ¹¡ò±É¨ÉÂ niÀphalam,  
o ²tÌ s-ta as in ºiÉ¨¦É stambha ²yÌ s-tha as in ºlÉ±É¨ÉÂ sthalam, ´Ì or ºxÉ s-na as in ºxÉÉxÉ 

sn¡na, ²�Ì s-pa as in º{É¶ÉÇ spar¿a, º¡ò s-pha,  ²¥Ì s-va as in ºÉ®úº´ÉiÉÒ sarasvat¢ 
o º or À b-ma as in ¥ÉÀ brahma,  » or Á h-ya as in ¤ÉÉÁ b¡hya, ¼þ or ¿ r-ra as in 

¿º´É hrasva, ¾þ or  ¼´É h-va    
Many a times, more than two consonants can be in a conjunct consonant such as iÉk´É tattva 

1.5 Technical Terms - OÌÙsÌ  gu¸a and ¥ÌßÍ}ù v¤ddhi 
 

Sage {ÉÉÊhÉÊxÉ pa¸ini defines several "technical terms" such as OÌÙsÌ gu¸a and ¥ÌßÍ}ù v¤ddhi in his +¹]õÉvªÉÉªÉÒ  
aÀ¶¡dhy¡y¢, to explain some functions specific to the Sanskrit Grammar. Some of these technical terms 
may have a totally different meaning outside the grammar usage.   
 

• OÌÙsÌ gu¸a letters - The vowels +, D, +Ìâ and the syllables +œÆú and +¡Æô are called OÌÙsÌ gu¸a letters 
(1.1.2  +zâùRÆó OÌÙsÌ:, �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì --+tÌÆ-DRÆó OÌÙsÌ:  and 1.1.51  =œúsÌÆ-œú�Ìœú:, �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- =: +sÌÆ œú-�Ìœú: ** ) . 

• ¥ÌßÍ}ù v¤ddhi letters - The vowels +Ì, Dâ, +Ìæ and the syllables +ÌœÆú and +Ì¡Æô are called ¥ÌßÍ}ù v¤ddhi 
letters (1.1.1 ¥ÌßÍ}ùœúÌzæùZÌÆ, �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì--¥ÌßÍ}ù: +ÌtÌÆ-DâZÌÆ  and 1.1.51  =œúsÌÆ-œú�Ìœú: , �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- =: +sÌÆ œú-�Ìœú: ** ) 

The relation between the simple vowels and syllables and the corresponding OÌÙsÌ gu¸a and ¥ÌßÍ}ù v¤ddhi 
letters is summarized in the Table 7. 
 

Table  7 Classification of Alphabets based on  OÌÙsÌ gu¸a and ¥ÌßÍ}ù v¤ddhi 
 

Simple Vowel + < and <Ê = and >ð @ñ and Añ ¡ßô 

OÌÙsÌ  gu¸a + D +Ìâ +œÆú +¡Æô 

¥ÌßÍ}ù v¤ddhi +Ì Dâ +Ìæ +ÌœÆú +Ì¡Æô 

1.6 Aphorisms by Sage Mah®¿vara ( ¨ÉÉ½äþ·É®úºÉÚjÉÉÊhÉ M¡h®¿varas£tr¡¸i) 
 
In order to facilitate better understanding of grammar rules, the Sanskrit alphabets, described above, are 
arranged into 14 groups or Praty¡h¡r¡s ( �Ìët™ÌÌ·þÌœú: ) known as M¡h®¿varas£tr¡¸i. (Aphorisms by Sage 
Mah®¿vara ). They are: 

Table 7  Classification of Alphabets based on  M¡h®¿varas£tr¡¸i 
 

1.  + < = sÌÆ *  2  @ñ ¡ßô FÆò *  3  D +Ìâ RÆó * 4  Dâ +Ìæ ZÌÆ *  5   ·þ ™Ì ¥Ì œú hÆõ *   
6   ¡ô sÌÆ *  7  eÌ ˜Ì Ró sÌ �Ì ˜ÌÆ *   8   cÌ —Ì eÌÆ * 9   QÌ qø ŒÌ −ÌÆ *  10  `Ì –Ì OÌ n÷ zù ¨ÌÆ * 
11 LÌ •ò \ô lö yÌ  ZÌ hõ tÌ ¥ÌÆ *            12  Fò �Ì ™ÌÆ * 13  ¨Ì −Ì ²Ì œÆú * 14  ·þ¡Æô**  

 

The Anusv¡ra ( +�ÌÙ²¥ÌÌœú )  the visraga ( : ), the Jihv¡mul¢ya ( Í`Ì¾þÌ˜ÌÙ¡ôÕ™Ì ) and Upadhm¡niya ( =�ÌŒ˜ÌÌÍ�Ì™Ì ) 
are not contained in the above list. The long form (+Ì, <Ê, >ð, Añ and ¡áô ) of the basic vowels ( <, =, @ñ  and 
¡ßô  ) are also not shown in the above list.  According to the above ˜ÌÌ·âþ²¥Ìœú²ÌÜwÌÌÍsÌ the short form  of  basic or 
simple vowels ( +, < =, @ñ  and ¡ßô ) also imply the corresponding long forms ( +Ì, <Ê, >ð, Añ  and ¡áô ) unless 
otherwise explicitly indicated.  
 
As noted above, the final vowel ( + ) in the consonants - ·þ, ™Ì, ¥Ì, œú, etc. is merely for the sake of 
pronunciation  or  Ucch¡ra¸¡rtham ( =Z\ôÌœúsÌÌyÌÊ˜ÌÆ ) only. The final pure consonants in the Aphorisms such 
as sÌÆ, FÆò, RÆó, ZÌÆ , etc. are <tÌÆ  or indicatory (non-efficient)  letters only. The Praty¡h¡ra ( �Ìët™ÌÌ·þÌœú: ) is 
grammatical term  denoting a group. It is formed by taking any non-indicatory or efficient letter and joining it 
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with any indicatory ( <tÌÆ ) letter that follows the efficient letter.  
 
Some commonly used Praty¡h¡r¡s with an example ( =nùÉ½þ®úhÉ ud¡hara¸a ) of {ÉÉÊhÉÊxÉ -ºÉÚjÉ where it is 
referenced are summarized in the Table 8. The detailed explanation of each of the Aphorisms will be given 
in the following sections.  

Table 8.  Commonly used Praty¡h¡r¡s with a Sample {ÉÉÊhÉÊxÉ -ºÉÚjÉ 
 

Praty¡h¡ra  Explanation  An example =nùÉ½þ®úhÉ-ºÉÚjÉ 
+ZÌÆ indicates all letters starting from + of the 1st 

aphorism and ending in ZÌÆ of the 4th Aphorism. 
Thus +ZÌÆ indicates all Vowels. 

6.1.77 <EòÉä ªÉhÉÊSÉ * 

+FÆò indicates all of the 5 simple vowels 6.1.101 +Eò: ºÉ´ÉhÉæ nùÒPÉÇ: *  

<FÆò  includes all vowels ( <, =, @ñ  and ¡ßô  ) that can 
take Gu¸a ( OÌÙsÌ ) 

6.1.77 <EòÉä ªÉhÉÊSÉ * 

DZÌÆ  includes all Diphthongs ( D, Dâ, +Ìâ and +Ìæ ) 6.1.78 BSÉÉä%ªÉ´ÉÉªÉÉ´É: *  

DRÆó  includes two Diphthongs ( D and +Ìâ ) which are the 
Gu¸a OÌÙsÌ letters respectively of < and =  

6.1.109 BRó: {ÉnùÉxiÉÉnùÊiÉ * . 

+¨ÌÆ  includes all vowels and consonants except the un-
aspirate ( Fò, ZÌ, hõ, tÌ and �Ì ) and aspirate ( LÌ, \ô, 
lö, yÌ and •ò ) hard consonants and sibilants (¨Ì, −Ì 
and ²Ì ) 

8.3.15 ¦ÉÉä ¦ÉMÉÉä +PÉÉä +{ÉÚ́ ÉÇºªÉ 
ªÉÉä%Ê¶É *  

™ÌsÌÆ  includes all the semivowels ( ™Ì, ¥Ì, œÆú and ¡ô ) 6.1.77 <EòÉä ªÉhÉÊSÉ * 
eÌ˜ÌÆ  includes all the nasals ( Ró, eÌ, sÌ, �Ì and ˜Ì )  UN 1.114. \É¨ÉxiÉÉRÂó b÷: * 
·þ¡Æô  includes all efficient letters  starting from ·þ of 5th 

aphorism and ending with ¡Æô of the last aphorism. 
Thus ·þ¡Æô includes all consonants. 

1.1.7 ½þ±ÉÉä%xiÉ®úÉ: ºÉÆªÉÉäMÉ: *  

·þ¨ÌÆ  includes all consonants except the un-aspirate ( Fò, 
ZÌ, hõ, tÌ and �Ì ) and aspirate ( LÌ, \ô, lö, yÌ and •ò )  
hard consonants and sibilants (¨Ì, −Ì and ²Ì ) 

6.1.114 ½þÊ¶É SÉ *. 

cÌ−ÌÆ  includes all five Soft Aspirate letters  i.e. letters from 
the 4th position consonants  ( QÌ, cÌ,qø, ŒÌ and —Ì ) 

8.2.40 ZÉ¹ÉºÉºiÉlÉÉävÉÉæ%ŒÌ: * 

cÌ¡Æô  includes all consonants except semivowels ( ™Ì, ¥Ì, 
œÆú and ¡ô ) and nasals ( Ró, eÌ, sÌ, �Ì and ˜Ì ). 

8.4.53 ZÉ±ÉÉÆ VÉ¶ZÉÊ¶É *  

`Ì¨ÌÆ  includes all un-aspirate soft consonants ( OÌ, `Ì, n÷, 
zù and –Ì ) i.e.  the 3rd letters of each of the five 
consonant Groups -¥ÌOÌÊ 

8.2.39 ZÉ±ÉÉÆ VÉ¶ÉÉä%�tÌâ * 

¥Ì¨ÌÆ  includes the semivowels ¥Ì, œÆú and ¡ô,  all the nasals 
( Ró, eÌ, sÌ, �Ì and ˜Ì ), all soft aspirate letters ( QÌ, 
cÌ,qø, ŒÌ and —Ì ) and un-aspirate soft consonants ( 
OÌ, `Ì, n÷, zù and –Ì ) i.e.  the 3rd & 4th letters of each 
of the five consonant Groups -¥ÌOÌÊ 

7.2.9 xÉäbÂ÷ ´ÉÊ¶É EÞòÊiÉ * 

LÌœÆú  includes all un-aspirate ( Fò, ZÌ, hõ, tÌ and �Ì ) and 
aspirate ( LÌ, \ô, lö, yÌ and •ò )  hard consonants 

8.4.55 JÉÊ®ú SÉ *      

¨ÌœÆú  includes all sibilants ( ¨Ì, −Ì and ²Ì ). 8.3.36 ´ÉÉ ¶ÉÊ®ú * 
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1.7 Use of  P¡¸ini S£tr¡s 
As indicated earlier, the grammar rules ( ºÉÚjÉ: S£tra  )  developed and codified by the Sage  P¡¸ini  in the 
+¹]õÉnùvªÉÉªÉÒ AÀ¶¡dhy¡y¢  are used extensively in this Reader. As the name indicates, +¹]õÉnùvªÉÉªÉÒ 
comprises of eight Adhy¡y¡s or parts  and each Adhy¡ya is  further subdivided into four P¡d¡s or 
Chapters. The ºÉÚjÉÉ: S£tr¡s or the aphorisms are enunciated in each {ÉÉnù: P¡da. Since this is not a book 
on P¡¸ini, only the pertinent rules as they may be applicable for the specific situations are referenced in this 
book.  The nomenclature used for referencing the rules is:  
 

Adhy¡ya  [ 1- 8 ].  P¡da [ 1-4] .  S£tra [ 1 - 999 ], Eg: 1.1.1 ¥ÌßÍ}ùœúÌzæùZÌÆ ** 
Rule “1.1.1” refers to Adhy¡ya 1, P¡da 1, S£tra 1 

 
Note 1:  As an example, the rule describing the Savar¸a D¢rgha Sandhi 6.1.101 +Fò: ²Ì¥ÌsÌä zùÕQÌÊ: 
is from Adhy¡ya 6, P¡da 1, S£tra 101. Sometimes the entire rule including the number will be 
indicated while in other cases either the number or the rule itself may be given.  

 
Note 2:  Although some rules such as 1.3.3  ·þ¡ô�t™Ì˜ÌÆ do not explicitly state an condition of 
applicability, Eg. that the final letters are indicatory, the +�ÌÙ¥ÌßÍuÌ ( Anuv¤tti ) or the extension 
application of =�Ìzâù¨Ìâ and <tÌÆ continue from some  previous rule such as1.3.2 and they extend down 
to several rules. The conditions of  �ÌÙ¥ÌßÍuÌ, if any, will be shown in the parenthesis.  

 
Note 3: When stating a rule, we will not only state the way it is given in the +¹]õÉnùvªÉÉªÉÒ,  Eg.1.3.3  
·þ¡ô�t™Ì˜ÌÆ , we will also give the rule with the words separated  ( �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì  Pad¡ni ) from Eg. �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- 
·þ¡Æô -+�t™Ì˜ÌÆ , along with the +�ÌÙ¥ÌßÍuÌ if any, in parenthesis. 

 
Note 4: The Aphorisms from +¹]õÉnùvªÉÉªÉÒ are always given in bold  [ 1.1.1 ¥ÌßÍ}ùœúÌzæùZÌÆ, �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- ¥ÌßÍ}ù: 

+ÌtÌÆ-DâZÌÆ ** ]      
 

Note 5: As indicated in the Introduction, the Aphorisms from +¹]õÉnùvªÉÉªÉÒ are given only for use by 
the Advanced students, and can be bypassed  by others without losing the continuity.   

1.8 Indicatory or Non-Efficient ( <tÌÆ ) Letters  
 
The non-efficient or indicatory ( <tÌÆ  ) letters play a very significant role in describing the Sanskrit language. 
Although only eight Aphorisms (1.3.2 to 1.3.9) describe which letters are indicatory letters, the rules 
describing the functions of the indicatory letters are spread throughout the +¹]õÉnùvªÉÉªÉÒ AÀ¶¡dhy¡y¢. The 
basic rules that define the <tÌÆ letters are summarized below:  
 

1. The Nasalized Vowels: Rule 1.3.2 states that the nasalized vowels are <tÌÆ letters in =�Ìzâù¨Ì ( 
Upad®¿a ) or in the original the original enunciation. Standard books such as ŒÌÌtÌÙ�ÌÌlö, OÌsÌ�ÌÌlö ( the 
books which enunciate the roots  used in the Language) are known as =�Ìzâù¨Ì in Sanskrit.   

1.3.2. =�Ìzâù¨Ìâ%`Ì�ÌÙ�ÌÌÍ²ÌFò <tÌÆ ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì - =�Ìzâù¨Ìâ +ZÌÆ +�ÌÙ�ÌÌÍ²ÌFò: <tÌÆ ** 
2. Final Consonant: Generally the final consonant of roots, etc. are  <tÌÆ letters  by 1.3.3  ·þ¡ô�t™Ì˜ÌÆ ** 

(Note that although this rule does not explicitly state that the final letters are indicatory, the +�ÌÙ¥ÌßÍuÌ 

or the extension application of =�Ìzâù¨Ìâ and <tÌÆ continue from the previous rule 1.3.2 and they extend 
up to the aphorism 1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì:**   

1.3.3  ·þ¡ô�t™Ì˜ÌÆ ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- ·þ¡Æô -+�t™Ì˜ÌÆ , (=�Ìzâù¨Ìâ <tÌÆ )** 
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3. The Vibhakti or Case affixes:  Rule 1.3.4 �Ì Í¥Ì—ÌHòÌæ tÌÙ²˜ÌÌ: indicates that for Vibhaki affixes, the 
final dental ( tÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ )  consonants, the final ²ÌÆ and ˜ÌÆ are not <tÌÆ letters  1.3.3. ·þ¡ô�t™Ì˜ÌÆ  hence, are 
not elided by 1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì: ** As will be seen latter, +˜ÌÆ is the Accusative singular Case affix 
and +Ì˜ÌÆ is the case affix for Genitive plural. According to the general rule 1.3.3. ·þ¡ô�t™Ì˜ÌÆ the final ˜ÌÆ 
of the affixes should have been dropped but the process is overridden by this specific rule 1.3.4 �Ì 
Í¥Ì—ÌHòÌæ tÌÙ²˜ÌÌ: ** Thus the rule �Ì Í¥Ì—ÌHòÌæ tÌÙ²˜ÌÌ:  is considered to be a negation ( �ÌëÍtÌ−ÌâŒÌ ) of the 
more general rule  ·þ¡ô�t™Ì˜ÌÆ for Vibhakti affixes.  

1.3.4 �Ì Í¥Ì—ÌHòÌæ tÌÙ²˜ÌÌ: ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- �Ì Í¥Ì—ÌHæò tÌÙ, ²ÌÆ-˜ÌÌ: ** 
4. The initial letters ÍeÌ, hÙõ, and nÙ÷ -  The rule 1.3.5  +ÌÍzùÏeÌhÙõn÷¥Ì: states that the initial ÍeÌ, hÙõ, and nÙ÷  

letters standing at the beginning of a root are not indicatory and are dropped by 1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì:** 
Eg. the root  Fßò ( to do) is shown in the ŒÌÌtÌÙ�ÌÌlö as nÙ÷FßòeÌÆ . The initial nÙ÷ and the final consonant eÌÆ 
are therefore<tÌÆ letter respectively by 1.3.5 +ÌÍzùÏeÌhÙõn÷¥Ì: and 1.3.3. ·þ¡ô�t™Ì˜ÌÆ and are dropped by 
1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì: leaving the root as Fßò ( to do) only.    

1.3.5  +ÌÍzùÏeÌhÙõn÷¥Ì: ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- +ÌÍzù: ÍeÌ-hÙõ-n÷¥Ì:  ( <tÌÆ )** 
5. The initial letter −ÌÆ - The rule 1.3.6 −Ì: �Ìët™Ì™Ì²™Ì states that the initial −ÌÆ of an affix gets an <tÌÆ sign 

and therefore is elided by 1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì:** Note that the initial −ÌÆ of an affix is an indicatory and 
NOT every initial −ÌÆ. In the word −ÌÌân÷: ( six) −ÌÆ is not an <tÌÆ letter.   

1.3.6  −Ì: �Ìët™Ì™Ì²™Ì ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- −Ì: �Ìët™Ì™Ì²™Ì  ( +ÌÍzù <tÌÆ ) ** 
6. The initial ZÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ and hõ-¥ÌOÌÊ letters - The rule 1.3.7 ZÌÙhÜõ states that the initial Palatals ( ZÌ-¥ÌOÌÊ 

letters ZÌÆ, \Æô, `ÌÆ, cÌÆ, and eÌÆ ) and the initial Cerebral ( hõ-¥ÌOÌÊ letters hÆõ, lÆö, nÆ÷, qÆø and sÌÆ ) letters of an 
affix are indicatory and are dropped by 1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì:** The word affix ( �Ìët™Ì™Ì ) comes from the 
previous S£tra .  

1.3.7  ZÌÙhÜõ ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- ZÌÙ -hÜõ ( �Ìët™Ì™Ì²™Ì +ÌÍzù:, <tÌÆ )** 
7. The initial ¡Æô, ¨ÌÆ and Fò-¥ÌOÌÊ letters - The rule1.3.8  ¡ô¨ÌJòtÌÍ}ùtÌâ states that the initial ¡Æô and ¨ÌÆ 

and the initial Gutturals ( Fò-¥ÌOÌÊ letters FÆò, LÌÆ, OÌÆ, QÌÆ and RÆó ) of all affixes EXCEPT Taddhita ( +-

tÌÍ}ùtÌâ ) affixes are indicatory and are dropped by 1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì:** The words affix ( �Ìët™Ì™Ì ), initial 
( +ÌÍzù: ) and the sign <tÌÆ come from the previous S£tr¡s.  

1.3.8  ¡ô¨ÌJòtÌÍ}ùtÌâ ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- ¡ô-¨Ì-FÙò, +tÌÍ}ùtÌâ ( �Ìët™Ì™Ì²™Ì +ÌÍzù:, <tÌÆ )** 
8. Dropping of <tÌÆ letters: -Finally Rule 1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì: states that of this ( tÌ²™Ì ), namely of that 

which has been called as an indicatory or <tÌÆ , is elided ( ¡ôÌâ�Ì: ).   
1.3.9. tÌ²™Ì ¡ôÌâ�Ì:** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- tÌ²™Ì, ¡ôÌâ�Ì: ( <tÌÆ )** 

1.9 Sanskrit Prosody - An Introduction:   
 
The composition in Sanskrit like many other languages may be either in prose ( OÌ† Gadya ) and/or in verse 
( �Ì†  Padya ) i.e. in metrical form. Prosody deals with the laws of metrical composition of versification. 
Sanskrit has several types of verses each type of verse follows unique set of rules. Typically a �Ì† or a 
Verse consists of four lines each called �Ìzù ( Pada) a or a quarter. In Sanskrit, the word ªôÌâFò ( Sl°ka ) is the 
term normally used to indicate a verse. The number of syllables ( +KÌœú AkÀara ) or the number of syllabic 
instances ( ˜ÌÌwÌÌ M¡tr¡ ) is used to regulate a �Ìzù . 

a. As described previously a syllable ( +KÌœú AkÀara ) is a word that can be pronounced distinctly 
by a single vowel with or without one or more consonants.     

b. A ˜ÌÌwÌÌ ( M¡tr¡ ) is an unit or measure of time required to pronounce a short vowel. Thus  the 
short vowels +, <, =, @ñ,  and ¡ßô require 1 ˜ÌÌwÌÌ to pronounce where as the long vowels +Ì, 
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<Ê, >ð, Añ, ¡áô, D, Dâ, +Ìâ and +Ìæ require more than a single to pronounce. 
c. A syllable or +KÌœú ( AkÀara ) is  "light" ( ¡ôQÌÙ Laghu ) or "heavy" ( OÌÙ�û Guru ) according as its 

vowel is "short" ( ¼þ²¥Ì Hrasva ) or "long" ( zùÕQÌÊ D¢rgha )   
d. When a short vowel is followed by an +�ÌÙ²¥ÌÌœú ( Anusv¡ra ) or a Í¥Ì²ÌOÌÊ ( Visarga ) or by a 

conjunct consonant, it is converted into what is referred to as a "Prosodically Long vowel". Eg:  
the short vowel + following �ÌÆ in �Ì† ( Padya ), the initial vowel + in +KÌœú ( AkÀara ) become 
"prosodially long" forms. 

 
The rule governing ¡ôQÌÙ and OÌÙ�û are:  
 

1.4.10  ¼þ²¥ÌÉ ¡ôQÌÙ ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- ¼þ²¥Ì˜ÌÆ ¡ôQÌÙ ** 
A short ( ¼þ²¥Ì ) vowel is called "light" ( ¡ôQÌÙ  )   

1.4.11. ²ÌÉ™ÌÌâOÌâ OÌÙ�û ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- ²ÌÉ™ÌÌâOÌâ OÌÙ�û ** 
A short vowel preceded by a conjunct consonant ( ²ÌÉ™ÌÌâOÌ ), the short (¼þ²¥Ì ) vowel is also termed  as 
heavy (OÌÙ�û  )   

1.4.12  zùÕQÌÊ©Ì ** �ÌzùÌÍ�Ì -- zùÕQÌÊ: ZÌ  ( OÌÙ�û )**  
And ( ZÌ ) a long (zùÕQÌÊ: ) vowel is also termed as heavy (OÌÙ�û  )   

 
Among the various metres in Sanskrit language, +�ÌÙ®Ùõ—ÌÆ ( AnuÀ¶ubh ) is the most common metre. It is the 
primary form used in the two Epics œúÌ˜ÌÌ™ÌsÌ ( R¡m¡ya¸a ) and ˜Ì·þÌ—ÌÌœútÌ ( Mah¡bh¡rata ) as well as in 
many Pur¡nas. This form of the metre is also used extensively in V®das and in Classical Sanskrit.   
 
Out of the total of 700  ál°kas in ár¢madbhagavadg¢t¡, 642 verses are in +�ÌÙ®Ùõ—ÌÆ meter, and the 
remaining 58 are in a meter called ÍwÌ®Ùõ—ÌÆ ( TriÀ¶ubh )  
 
There are 8 syllables in each of the four P¡das of +�ÌÙ®Ùõ—ÌÆ meter, where as each of the four P¡das of wÌ®Ùõ—ÌÆ 
meter has 11 syllables.   
 
More details will be given in the later sections. They are given here as representative examples only.  

1.10 Sanskrit Numerals –  
 
Sanskrit numerals are written as follows:     
 

1 2 3 4 5  6 7  8 9 0 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 

 
The basic numeral are combined to express larger numbers in the same way as we do in other languages 
such as English as follows: 

25 (25)  2985 (2985)   212,346,754 (212,346,754)  etc. 
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1.11 On More Technical Terms  
 
ºÉ\YÉÉ saμjμ¡ is a technical term and has many meanings such as    

a. a short word to convey a lot of meaning;  
b. a convention or terms used for general nature of things.  

 
There are two main types of ºÉ\YÉÉ -  

• EÞòÊjÉ¨ÉºÉ\YÉÉ ( k¤trimasaμjμ¡ ) or an artificial term such as ÊPÉ, Ê]õ or ¦É which is a mainly  
conventional and 

• +EÞòÊjÉ¨ÉºÉ\YÉÉ (  ak¤trimasaμjμ¡ ) which directs to the specific meaning conveyed by words 
such noun, ºÉ´ÉÇxÉÉ¨É (pronoun), Ê´É¶Éä¹ÉhÉ (adjective), Indclinable ( +´ªÉªÉ ) etc.   

 
²Ì¥ÌsÌÊ Savar¸a  Letters 
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Table 6A - D®van¡gari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide 

   

$ oÆ om   as  in home 

  Vowels - Basic Vowels 

  sounds like 

+  a o    in son 

+Ì ¡ a    in car 

< I i     in pin 

<Ê ¢ ee  in feet 

= u u    in full 

>ð £ oo  in boot/pool 

@ñ ¤ r   in rig   

Añ ¥ long  ¤ 

¡ßô l¤  no English equivalent 

¡áô  l¥ Long l¤  
no English equivalent 

 



Lesson 1.   Sanskrit Alphabets 
 
 

V. Raja Bandaru, tel: 732 821 4630, 908 720 3000, email: trinity012@bandaru.com P.19 

Table 6B - D®van¡gari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide 

 

$ oÆ om   as  in home 

  Vowels – Derived Vowels - Diphthongs 

  sounds like 

D e ay    in play 

Dâ  ai hi     in high 

+Ìâ o o     in over 

+Ìæ au ow   in cow 

   
   

+É aÆ nasalization of preceding vowel 

+: ah Aspiration of preceding vowel  
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Table 6C - D®van¡gari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide 
 
 

   
  Gutturals    Fòslöš  
consonants  sounds like 

Fò  ka k    in  kind 

LÌ kha chk   in blockhead 

OÌ ga g      in go 

QÌ gha gh    in log-hut 

Ró ´a  ng    in sing 

  Palatals      tÌÌ¡ô¥™Ì   

ZÌ  ca ch      in chunk 

\ô cha chh   in match  catch 

`Ì  ja j      in jug 

cÌ jha dgeh   in hedgehog 

eÌ μa   n      in bunch 
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Table 6D - D®van¡gari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide 
 
 
 

  Cerebrals   ˜ÌÜŒÌÊ�™Ì 

  sounds like 
hõ ¶a t      in hut  touch 
lö ¶ha  th   as in ant-hill 
n÷ ·a  d      in dog  
qø ·ha  dh    in god-hood 
sÌ ¸a  n      in under 
   Dentals      zù�t™Ì       

  sounds like 
tÌ ta th   close to  think 
yÌ tha th   close to  thumb/ 

pathetic 
zù da th   close to father/ then 
ŒÌ dha Theh    in breathe here 
�Ì na  n       in   numb 
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Table 6E - D®van¡gari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide 
 

  Labials      +Ìâ̄ öš 
  sounds like 
�Ì pa p   in   purse 
•ò pha ph   in sapphire  
–Ì ba b      in  but 
—Ì bha bh    in abhor 

˜Ì ma  m     in  mother  

  Semi-vowels 
  sounds like 

™Ì ya y   in   young  

œú ra r   in run  

¡ô la l      in  luck 

¥Ì va v      in  virtue 
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Table 6F - D®van¡gari Alphabets -Transliteration and Pronunciation Guide 
 

  Sibilants  ²�Ì¨ÌÌÊ: 
  sounds like 

¨Ì ¿a  sh     in  shove  

−Ì Àa sh   in  bushel 

²Ì sa s   in  sir  

   

·þ ha h      in  house 

KÌ kÀa ksh     in worksheet  

bÌ jμa no English equivalent  

%  unpronounced  a  +  

%%  unpronounced  ¡ +Ì 
   

  
 


